




Welcome

2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 

of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the 

sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your 
comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient 

endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that 
just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 

Friends and Colleagues, 
 It has been my pleasure to lead our planning team for this conference, in hopes to 
provide a place where we might be renewed both by God and in connection with each 
other. I don’t have to say much for us all to be aware of how difficult this past year has 
been for us as a country and as a people. Our team sought to plan a conference that 
would reflect a bit of this passage from 2 Corinthians - to be comforted by God, to be 
refueled for the ongoing mission of our work, and to find continued hope in the Gospel 
and our calling as sons and daughters.  
 Though we are disappointed we can’t do this together in person, we trust that God 
is more than able to use Zoom and other virtual tools to meet us right where we are and 
to encourage us. Don’t forget that the Digital Camino tools are available all week for you 
to take a walk during our breaks as another way to find rest for your soul. 
 This booklet will serve as both a resource for information that you might need but 
also as a bit of a journal to keep your notes and reflections in one place. We hope it 
offers another layer of ease and rest to your experience this week. 
 Thanks for joining us and leaning into all that God might have in store.  
     

   - Emily Crider  
        GFM Area Director (UT, CO, WY)
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The scheduled times are the same each day 
*All listed in Central Time* 

11 - 11:30 am - Optional Prayer Meeting  

12:50 pm  - Join Session 1  

1 - 2:30 pm - Session 1 - Welcome, worship, prayer, Bible study  

2:30 pm  - Break  

3:20 pm - Join Session 2  

3:30 - 5 pm  - Session 2 - Prayer,  Speakers, 
Small Group Discussion  

7 - 8 pm - Wednesday Only - Fun & Fellowship  
Join us for an optional time of fun and fellowship hosted by our  
Focused Ministries team  
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Prayer Opportunities

There will be a couple different ways to connect with God and others through prayer 
this week. Each morning there is an optional prayer meeting led by your GFM 
colleagues. A link to all meetings will be posted on our conference webpage. https://
gfm.intervarsity.org/2021-gfm-staff-conference 

Next, you can take advantage of prayer with a prayer minister by signing up on the 
webpage. Appointments will be available on both Monday and Friday of our 
conference week. 

“Trinity" by Scott Erickson



Speakers - Mark and Linda Roberts 

Mark Roberts is the Executive Director of the Max De Pree Center for Leadership at Fuller 
Seminary. With a background as a parish pastor and New Testament scholar, Mark loves 

seeing people live every part of life as disciples of Jesus. Mark is 
the main writer of Life for Leaders a daily, digital devotional that 
helps people be formed in Christ for their work in the world. 
Mark has been involved with InterVarsity since his days in 
college and graduate school. 

Linda Roberts is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist, a 
Spiritual Director, and an Executive and Life Coach. She’s meets 
with people and walks with them as they grow personally, 
spiritually and professionally. Linda loves her family, her friends, 

her Golden Retriever, doing yoga, walking, hiking, and being in nature. Her favorite food is 
avocado toast which her dad made for her when she was little girl—long before it was trendy. 

Bible Study Leaders 

Sara Wolfgram Chang is the Scripture Manager for Urbana 22 and 
GFM Michigan Area Director. Sara holds dual degrees in Flute 
Performance and Psychology from the U. of Michigan and a MDiv with 
an emphasis in Asian American Contexts from Fuller. She lives in Ann 
Arbor, MI with her husband and daughter. Together, they attend Knox 
EPC where Sara is an ordained elder. Sunday donuts, sledding, and 
homeschooling her daughter are some of the new rhythms of 
pandemic life. 

Dakota Pippins serves as Vice President for Undergrad Ministry in the 
Eastern US. He was born and raised in New York. He studied applied 
mathematics as an undergraduate, followed by graduate programs in 
computer science and in theology. Dakota and his wife, Jennifer 
Rodriguez Pippins, have been married for 17 years and live in DC with 
their two high-energy boys.
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Speakers and Bible Study Leaders



 Last summer God gave Faculty Ministry the incredible gift of a spiritual 
formation resource for faculty—the Faculty Digital Camino, a partnership 
with InterVarsity’s Study Abroad program.  We sensed there was nothing 
more important for faculty than hearing from God personally before the 
school year.  For folks who couldn’t travel to Spain for the actual Camino de 
Santiago, the digital Camino provided 5 chances to walk, talk, and join Jesus 
on pilgrimage—from their front door.  414 “peregrinos (pilgrims)” journeyed 
together, and there are so many wonderful testimonies we’ve heard about 
how God met them.  We invite you to a taste of the Digital Camino during 
these meetings. May you also experience Jesus on your journey. 

-Kathy Tuan-MacLean, PhD ; National Faculty Ministry Director; 

 For the purposes of this conference, we’ll focus most on walks two, 
three, and four, expanding on their themes for our plenary sessions with 
Mark and Linda Roberts. However, we encourage you to take advantage of 
this resource and take walks one and five during any down time you have 
during the week. Other resources to make your experience of the Camino 
even more meaningful are posted on the Study Abroad website with the 
audio guides. Enjoy! 

https://studyabroad.intervarsity.org/camino/web-app 
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Session One Notes



Session Two - Presence
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I Kings 19:11-12  

[The LORD] said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, 

for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so 

strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before 

the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an 

earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the 

earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a 

sound of sheer silence.  



Session Two - Presence
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Session Two - Presence
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The Good Shepherd 
Henry Ossawa Tanner - 1930



Session Three - Luke 9:1-17

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all 

demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to 

heal the sick. 3 He told them: “Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no 

money, no extra shirt. 4 Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5 If 

people do not welcome you, leave their town and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony 

against them.” 6 So they set out and went from village to village, proclaiming the good news 

and healing people everywhere. 7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. 

And he was perplexed because some were saying that John had been raised from the 

dead, 8 others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago 

had come back to life. 9 But Herod said, “I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such 

things about?” And he tried to see him. 10 When the apostles returned, they reported to 

Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a 

town called Bethsaida, 11 but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed 

them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. 

12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away so they can 

go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a 

remote place here.” 13 He replied, “You give them something to eat.” They answered, “We 

have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this 

crowd.” 14 (About five thousand men were there.) But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit 

down in groups of about fifty each.” 15 The disciples did so, and everyone sat 

down. 16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks 

and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to distribute to the people. 17 They all 

ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that 

were left over. 



Session Three - Luke 9:1-17
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Session Four - Hospitality/Gratitude

16

2 Corinthians 1:8-11  

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of the affliction we 

experienced in Asia; for we were so utterly, unbearably crushed that we 

despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of 

death so that we would rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 

He who rescued us from so deadly a peril will continue to rescue us; on him 

we have set our hope that he will rescue us again, as you also join in helping 

us by your prayers, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing 

granted us through the prayers of many.  



Session Four - Hospitality/Gratitude

17



Session Four - Hospitality/Gratitude
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Fishermen at Sea 
Henry Ossawa Tanner - 1914



Session Five - 2 Cor. 12:1-12

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,  

To the church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people throughout Achaia: 

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 

of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble 

with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings 

of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort 

and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance 

of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you 

share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 8 We do not want you to be 

uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We 

were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life 

itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this happened that we might 

not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has delivered us from such a deadly 

peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver 

us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious 

favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many. 12 Now this is our boast: Our 

conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations 

with you, with integrity and godly sincerity. We have done so, relying not on worldly wisdom but on 

God’s grace. 
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Session Five - 2 Cor. 12:1-12
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Session Six - Perseverance

Luke 8:22-25  

One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across 
to the other side of the lake.” So they put out, and while they were sailing he fell 
asleep. A windstorm swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with water, and 
they were in danger. They went to him and woke him up, shouting, “Master, Master, 
we are perishing!” And he woke up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves; they 
ceased, and there was a calm. He said to them, “Where is your faith?” They were 
afraid and amazed, and said to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands 
even the winds and the water, and they obey him?”  

Luke 9:37-43  

On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met 
him. Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; 
he is my only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It 
convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I 
begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” Jesus answered, “You 
faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with 
you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon dashed him to the 
ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave 
him back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of God.  

Hebrew 4:14-16  

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every 
respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the 
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need.  
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Session Six - Perseverance
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The Banjo Lesson 
Henry Ossawa Tanner - 1893



Session Six - Perseverance
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IFES Offering

GFM and CARIFES, the Caribbean IFES movement, began collaborating 
eight years ago to develop ministry among graduate students, 
professionals and professors. The IFES offering collected during our 
national GFM staff conferences has underwritten staff visits, resourced 
conferences, help with rebuilding after destructive storms in the 
Caribbean and more. Please prepare to give generously as we collect an 
offering to share with our sisters and brothers in CARIFES. A link to do so 
will be provided on our conference webpage:  

https://gfm.intervarsity.org/2021-gfm-staff-conference

IVP Virtual Book Table

We know many of you look forward to browsing the IVP book table during our 
meetings. Our virtual book table will provide an assortment of new and classic 
IVP titles. We will provide a link to a list of IVP titles. Choose the books you 
want from the showcased titles or ANY titles on the IVP website. IVP books are 
60% off for staff. Books that IVP carries from IVP-UK (now known as SPCK) are 
50 – 55% off for staff. You will pay your local / state sales tax and shipping when 
you place your order. Books will be shipped directly to you. 
  
All InterVarsity employees and official volunteers are eligible for the 60% off 
staff discount. Employees and official volunteers who have not ordered from 
ivpress.com should email campus@ivpress.com for help in setting up their 
account so they can get the 60% staff discount on future orders when they log 
into the IVP website.
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• Prayer Partnerships for GFM/BSAP- We have established more 
partnerships with churches in the UK, Guinea-Bisseau and Trinidad & 
Tobago. Our CARIFES-GFM Alumni network has been fruitful. Please 
contact me to discuss establishing a prayer partnership with CARIFES 
through your local church! 

• Regional Partnerships - Several regional partnerships have proved fruitful: 
GFM Pacific Area: In Search of Shalom Race and Justice Discussion 
Series; GFM Cincinnati (GFM Ohio Valley Area): Race, Faith and Vocation 
in the Academy, a discussion with Rev. Dr. Renita Weems; GFM MidWest 
Region: BSAP staff recruitment; GFM MidWest and GFM SouthCentral 
regions: BSAP-HBCU discussions; and GFM Northeast Region: BSAP HBCU 
discussions. 

• Faculty Partnerships - Our partnership with the Faculty Digital Camino 
provided a great opportunity for  Black women faculty to follow Jesus 
together. Our BCM national conference provided specific BSAP community 
sessions which were helpful to us. And our Stanford Faculty Fellowship 
continues.  

• Grad Student/ Alumni Partnerships - In Search of Shalom Race and Justice 
Discussion Series; BCM national conference, BSAP community breakout 
sessions, ESN Grad student Pipeline workshop, MBA Ministry BIB 
conference and Black alumni executive networks and IVGrad ministry at 
Stanford (with a Black grad student set to go through the exploring 
leadership program this year, praise God)! 

 - Denise-Margaret Thompson  
   denise-margaret.thompston@intervarsity.org

Black Scholars and Professionals



CARIFES
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The Caribbean is fascinating! Dutch, English, and French speaking island nations, comprised of 
various combinations of Native, African, Indian, and European peoples and history, have created a 
unique region. There are many challenges and opportunities for ministry. With 26 nations, CARIFES’ 
student work encompasses 15 affiliated and 4 pioneering movements. Guyana has the largest student 
network with 10,000 involved students. Dominica is the smallest with 300.  

GFM and CARIFES began collaborating eight years ago to develop ministry among graduate 
students, professionals, and professors. This has included; an exchange of vision, wisdom, and 
resources; collaboration on conferences, events, and projects; staff/staff team visits; prayer; and 
discussion of a “Twinning Growth Proposal”. GFM participation in a CARIFES conference in Trinidad 
last August did not occur due to a COVID-inspired conference cancellation.  

GFM staff who have taken part in this partnership more directly 
have included Felicia Anderson, Dr. Alice Brown Collins, Wendy 
Quay Honeycutt, Chermaine Kabugu, Kevin Kummer, Diane 
Tyndall, and Marcia Wang. Denise Margaret Thompson (now 
GFM BSAP Director) and her husband Andre Cooper gave 
leadership to graduates and faculty ministry for CARIFES 
before moving to the US. [Pictured: Felicia, Wendy, Andre, 
Desmond Rogers, Denise, Kevin & Marc Pulvar at Urbana 
18]  

Diane Tyndall suggested the following ideas for future collaboration after the 2019 IFES World 
Assembly: 
1. Develop twinning relationships between a GFM region and a particular country within CARIFES.        
2. Explore ways to partner with French speaking students. 
3. CARIFES has a strong concern for the African diaspora - a sense of justice transcending nation and  
ethnicity. Explore ways InterVarsity/USA can learn from and partner with CARIFES in engaging this 
concern from a global perspective.  

One form of partnership that we have practiced throughout has been to take an offering at our 
National Staff Meetings in March for GFM-type ministry in the Caribbean. These funds have enabled 
staff visits between the two movements, resourced conferences, helped with rebuilding efforts in the 
aftermath of destructive storms, and more. We have given generously during previous GFM 
conferences and will have the opportunity to do so again during our virtual conference.  

Kevin Kummer, IVCF-GFM/CARIFES Liaison 
kevin.kummer@intervarsity.org



Emerging Scholars Network
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After a year and a half as director of the Emerging Scholars Network, I am more excited 
than ever about the opportunity to contribute to the mission of GFM and our whole 
InterVarsity movement. Here are some recent highlights:  

• Debuted a concise mission statement: “Developing scholars following Jesus 
together”  

• Updated our website with a clean, professional look matching the rest of 
InterVarsity's  
branding.  

• Launched ESN Conversations in partnership with InterVarsity Press--great author  
interviews available on our ESN YouTube Channel via https://tinyurl.com/esnyoutube  

• Maintaining and building on the strong tradition of original content on the ESN blog  
including a recent article by Jeff Liou: "Critical Race Theory: An Overview and 
Appraisal."  
and several articles by GFM evangelist Rick Mattson.  

• Providing curated content on social media for the Christian in higher ed.  
• Developing networking resources on our Facebook page and launching mentoring  

roundtables this spring.  

We are so thankful for our partnership with everyone in GFM. We hope everything we 
develop will enhance your work with grad students and faculty:  

• Let us know about resources and online programming that would enhance your 
efforts with students and faculty.  

• If you hold an online event, consider partnering with ESN to reaching a larger, 
national platform.  

• Consider writing for ESN and suggesting this to your students and faculty. Thanks to 
those who have sent writers our way!  

• Invite your students and faculty to join ESN at blog.emergingscholars.org (and join 
yourself). It's free! We send ONE newsletter a month!  

We look forward with you to the return to in-person gatherings and to offering "digital 
first" resources to equip and encourage students and faculty at every stage of their 
academic journey.  

- Bob Trube 
bob.trube@intervarsity.org 



Evangelism

Greetings,  
I’m delighted to provide a brief update on God’s work in Evangelism in GFM. In the midst of 
our online realities, our God has done more than we could expect or imagine this year!  
Here are a few 2020-21 Highlights:  

• Last Spring Sara Chang hosted an online discussion of the book, “The Inner Game of  
Tennis,” with friends from a local tennis club. 20 joined! With coaching and 
accountability from Doug Schaupp, Sara stepped into the role of chaplain and these 
discussions led to an invitation to study the Gospel of Mark. Sara has been able to dig 
deeper in Mark with three old friends, and the fiancé of one of these women. All four 
have advanced degrees and have delighted in reading Mark together.  

• Chapters found creative ways to engage with non-Christians during COVID. At the 
University of Michigan the semester ended with the outreach, “Christmas Dinners to 
Go.” A local church provided funding so that the chapter could assemble meals for 
friends and chapter members to pick up, and “eat together” over Zoom. This 
community building event was followed with a student-initiated panel, called, “In a 
World of So Many Options, Why Christ?” The panel included three Michigan grad 
students and Rick Mattson sharing their stories and engaging with student questions.  

• We recently learned about an Administrator connected to one of our West Coast 
Faculty Chapters making a first time commitment to Jesus after hanging out with the 
faculty chapter on zoom and seeing their fellowship, engagement with Scripture, 
prayer for one another and love for their campus.  

• Even before the pandemic started, Rick Mattson was coaching online cohorts of grad 
students in Evangelism, mostly in the Midwest, but on several other campuses around 
the country. One of the foundations of these cohorts has been breakout rooms where 
students are able to coach and encourage one another in sharing their faith.  

• After coaching these cohorts in Evangelism during the pandemic, Rick decided to offer 
four weeks of online training for grad students and faculty at the start of 2021. This 
training has been led by Rick and several of the students (acting as TAs) who have 
been in the cohorts mentioned above. 123(!) students and faculty have signed up to 
take part in this virtual training program. I think we might try this again in the future! 

Joyfully, Melodie Marske  
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Faculty Ministry

Thank you GFM for loving faculty and administrators even in the worst of times! God has 
grown faculty ministry in exciting ways this past year, beginning with a new vision statement:  
Faculty Following Jesus Together  
As part of the 2030 Calling, we long to see faculty following Jesus together on every campus.  
Here’s a brief snapshot of what God has been doing with Faculty Ministry during Covid-19:  

• 79 Faculty chapters nationwide (20% growth)  
• First ever Faculty Forum (406 registrants) in partnership with Veritas Forum  
• First ever Faculty Digital Camino (414 peregrinos) in partnership with Study Abroad  
• First ever Faculty Race Course (263 registrants), in partnership with Veritas  

Forum (http://www.veritas.org/location/faculty-race-course/) 
• First ever Faculty Meet & Greets, (inspired by Tim Tseng GFM AD, Pacific),  

partnership between GFM, the undergrad line, and Faculty Ministry. They have been 
held in the Pacific Area/Region, Florida, Minnesota & Baltimore with more to come!  

We have developed some exciting tools to help you care for and gather faculty on campus:  
• Faculty Ministry Video (https://gfm.intervarsity.org/our-ministries/faculty) 
• Faculty Gatherings Toolkit Includes:   

 o How to host a first faculty gathering  
  o Prayer Group template  
  o Square Inch Seminar guide (formerly known as Passion Talks—a guide for 
faculty    testimonies on their love for their work and God together)  
  o Four Faculty Loves Bible Studies  
  o Faculty Book Group Bibliography  
  o Faculty Meet & Greet Guide  

• “Faculty Conference in a Box”: Dr. Gordon Smith’s talk “Hope in Pandemic” along with 
how to put together a 3 hour conference. Contact faculty@intervarsity.org if interested!  

• Support your Chapter Advisor 
Please send us your stories, your questions and let us know how we can support you  
and the faculty you serve!  

Kathy Tuan-MacLean, PhD ; National Faculty Ministry Director; faculty@intervarsity.org  
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Graduate Healthcare Ministry

Graduate & Faculty Ministry staff work beside students and faculty in medical schools, nursing 
programs, Schools of Public Health/Community Health, dental schools, and veterinary medical 
programs. This last year found our staff having to work with new levels of complexity. In the 
midst of canceled practicums, high medical needs, and virtual ministry limitations, GFM 
HealthCare staff exhibited creativity and persistent pastoral care.  

Students and faculty rose into leadership, took on responsibilities and influenced the topics of 
engagement.  

Partnership with sister ministries is a hallmark of Healthcare ministry. These partners provide 
encouragement, online speakers, as well as host symposia and conferences that supplement 
our campus work. These partners include:  

- Christian Medical & Dental Association https://cmda.org 
- Christian Community Health Fellowship https://www.cchf.org  
- Christian Veterinary Mission https://cvm.org/ 
-  Nurses Christian Fellowship (InterVarsity) https://ncf-jcn.org  

This year the topics of COVID, vaccines, mental health, and the physical and emotional effects 
of injustice are regular points of conversation. Watching our staff and the scholars they work 
with press into loving God and loving others, is humbling. 

In addition, here is a quick word from Brian Pugh from Nashville, TN: 

 “Each year presents new challenges for our medical and nursing ministry, but 2020 takes the 
cake! Just like you, we are Zoomed out! In spite of this, Medical Christian Fellowship has met 
every Monday for times of discussion, teaching and prayer. The discussions have been very 
fruitful, but only 10-12 people attend each week. I am thankful that we are able to meet, but I 
do wish more folks would join us! Not only is meeting online less than ideal, meeting with new 
students one-on-one is especially challenging. We have met our older students around fire pits 
or outside for lunch, but with new students we have struggled to get traction. Please pray that 
this semester we can find creative ways to connect with first-year students.”  

 
- Debra Clark, Associate Director GFM Focused Ministries 
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Graduate International  Student/Faculty Ministry

ISM staff have valiantly pursued keeping ministry alive amidst the pandemic. Quick thinking and 
loving hearts have kept contact alive to be a witness globally, 
adapting and bringing Jesus’ light across the internet. Through 
occasional networking calls, this team of staff shares ideas and 
challenges. Personal deliveries, many outdoor conversations, and 
being faithful to online programs are hallmarks of this year. 
Alumni who are now back home in a variety of countries are 
getting up in the middle of the night to participate in Bible 
studies and conversation groups. More students participated in 
leadership training over the summer. There may not have been 
the usual big holiday dinners or city tours, but staff were creative 
by delivering meals made by volunteers, offering cooking tutorials 
virtually, and setting up tables outdoors to make connections.  

Internationals make up a good percentage of GFM as a whole, up to 37% of our grad students. 
Though COVID changed the landscape, our commitment to engagement and partnership with 
International scholars remains strong. National Director of ISM, Marc Papai, has reflected 
thoughtfully on the current state of International scholars and ministry in this talk https://
vimeo.com/500174214 Password: ISM_2021.  
CURRENT STRATEGIES & EVENTS:  
- Serving multinational chapters (Americans and internationals with a global perspective) - 3x3 
guides to jumpstart outreach to internationals  
- Tuesday Prayer: the second Tuesday of every month, https://zoom.us/j/5115232828  
- National ISM Staff Conference, Jan 4-8, 2022 (San Diego, God-willing) 
- Monthly Virtual Peace Feasts (See krista.martin@intervarsity.org)  
Other questions to marc.papai@intervarsity.org  

ANNOUNCEMENT As GFM and ISM commit to the growth and leadership of International 
students and faculty, we welcome Bok Chew as our new Associate Director of Graduate 
International Student and Faculty Ministries!  

“I am grateful and excited for the opportunity to help bring greater focus and alignment to all the 
things we hold dear in ISM within our fellowship. Good ministry work already exists among our 

colleagues. My hope is that I can be a conduit for the sharing of resources, network, support, and 
care for all GFM staff who work with grad and faculty internationals. Our ministry as we know it in 

the past will likely not be the same and as such, I fervently ask for your prayers as I take on this 
role.” Bok Chew

 - Debra Clark, Associate Director GFM Focused Ministries  
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Law School Ministry

Mike Schutt, Law Student Ministry Coordinator  

GFM and the Christian Legal Society (CLS) work together to serve the 25 staff working with law students 
and those many others who wish they were working with law students. Together, we continue to equip law 
student groups to engage the issues facing disciples of Jesus in the legal academy and law practice.  

Transition in Law School Ministry  

Effective December 31, I stepped down as Director of Law Student Ministries for Christian Legal Society 
and as GFM’s National Coordinator for Law School Ministry. 
January 1, I took on the role of Executive Director of Worldview 
Academy, a leadership ministry to high school students. You 
people blessed me with a surprise going away Zoom party in 
December. I cannot express how meaningful that was to me.  

My fifteen-plus years with GFM have been amazing. The GFM 
National Staff Conference is an annual highlight for me, mainly 
because I get to spend time learning from, learning with, and 
learning about my favorite people in the world, the GFM staff 
team. I can’t thank you enough for your friendship and fellowship.  

The new CLS Director of Law Student Ministries is Anton Sorkin, a 
Regent Law School graduate and SJD (Doctor of Judicial Science) 
candidate at Emory Law. He is a legal scholar with a pastoral heart.  

The Year in Review  
The year looked pretty much the same to all of us: sitting in front of various Brady Bunch grids. Law 
students have struggled and suffered difficulties upon graduation with strange bar exams and a changing 
job market. Yet most law groups were creative, meeting via Zoom, holding outdoor events and mixers, 
and bringing in speakers from all over the world.  
I emceed the CLS National Conference with one of the greatest speaker lineups we’ve had: Pastor Dexter 
Nutall, Os Guinness, Rod Dreher, and Helen Alvare. Karen Guzman and the WAP Team hosted a virtual 
WAPpy Hour and program.  

The CLS Fellows program last summer was also held in spirit only, but we pressed on, commissioning 28 
Fellows in August.  

Opportunities for Law Students  

CLS Law School Fellows Program. We are committed to meeting in person this year for Fellows week. We 
are all set to meet at the Saint Anthony Hotel in San Antonio, Texas, May 23-29. For more info visit 
www.CLSFellows.org.  

The CLS National Conference. Please plan to attend the CLS National Conference Octorber 28-31 in San 
Antonio. GFM staff will get the law student rate, and I promise to see you there!  

Again, thank you for serving me and loving me so well these many years, and thank you to Bobby 
and GFM for being great partners with CLS!  

33



MBA

It has been a full year for the MBA Ministry Team:  

•Supported 26 MBA fellowships across the US with coaching, funding, speakers, and other 
resources 

• Increased the number of student leader coaching calls, 
including holding them for the first time ever during the 
summer at the request of students  

•Pivoted to the virtual environment by hosting national video 
calls with the former CEO of Popeye’s, Cheryl Bachelder, and 
the newly appointed CEO of Intel, Pat Gelsinger. 
Additionally, we funded and coordinated virtual book clubs 
with books authored by each speaker.  

•Held the 2020 Believers in Business conference in person in late February, with high 
attendance and no reports of being a spreader event. 

•BiB 2021 took place February 26-27. Thanks to a great MBA Ministry team, a wonderful 
student leadership team, and the help of 2100, we pivoted to virtual and had a great 
lineup of speakers and mentors.  

One of Associate National Director of MBA Ministry Susan George’s projects, was a virtual 
Christian MBA Alumni Network. Since last spring we have eight virtual events with 
approximately 300 people attending. Events included:  

• the biggest projects we launched this last year, thanks to the leadership of Dave Evans 
doing a Designing Your Work Life in Light of COVID-19 seminar, with follow up virtual 
book club.  

•Four industry focused events with panels and networking time: Tech, Finance, 
Entrepreneurship, and General Management/Consulting.  

•A Job Seeker’s Forum  

•A Journey of Generosity (JOG) retreat 

•Leadership in Crisis event with former Secretary of HUD Steve Preston  

Starting in the fall of 2021, we anticipate planting in-person Alumni Networks in several cities 
across the US. Please note that the Alumni Network is open to all believers with MBA degrees 
and not just IV alumni. If you know anyone who may be interested, please refer them to our 
webpage where they can sign up for updates.  

Your brother in Christ,  
Mark Washington - (mark.washington@intervarsity.org) 
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Women in the Academy and Professions

Online—Business as Usual  

• excellent articles at The Well 

• delightful conversations at All Shall Be Well (podcast)  

• engaging online book clubs 

In Person - Pivot, Prayer. and Post Cards 

• PIVOT: WAPpy Hour events – complete 
with snacks and WAP swag – held online 
and, to our surprise, have been larger 
than our annual face-to-face gatherings.  

• POSTCARDS: The ministry of “notes of 
encouragement” has been a central part 
of our support strategy aimed specifically 
at faculty women.  

• PRAYER: Knowing how stressful COVID 
life has been for women and wanting to 
offer something that would ground and 
encourage them, we now host four well 
attended weekly prayer meetings. 

Team changes -  

• We added Kaya Prasad (intern) who took part in the new grad student event 
hosted by GFM and followed up by leading a monthly online group for first 
year women during fall semester.  

• Lindsay Bruk (social media engagement) recently left our team.  

• We are discerning next steps with regards to staffing needs.  

Thank you for caring for women on your campus(es.) We hope you find our 
resources helpful as you seek to love and serve graduate students and faculty. If 
there are topics you’d like us to address, women you’d like us to contact, 
conversations you’d like us to host, please do not hesitate to contact us. If you 
do not receive our weekly newsletter – The Weekly Well – you can sign up here: 
http://thewell.intervarsity.org/connect/newsletter-subscription 
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